
Children’s Ministries. Grace Place (a rotation model Sunday School) is offered for children in Sr.
K through 5th grades at 9:40 and 11:00 a.m. and is located in the education building (south of
sanctuary). We offer a safe, positive, nurturing learning environment for children that seeks to
establish a firm foundation for their spiritual growth. In addition, we offer seasonal events for
families and friends, and short-term small group courses on Wednesday evenings. Contact
Janelle Crist at 758-6525 or jcrist@germantownumc.org.

Nursery and Preschool. We provide well-supervised, fun-filled classes for infants through Jr. K
during all worship services. The preschool suite is located on the Sanctuary level off the north
side of the narthex. We utilize a paging system to maintain contact with parents, if needed.
Contact Angie Hopper at 356-9600 (hopshome@earthlink.net).

Student Ministries. Germantown Student Ministries provides a complete program for our Junior
and Senior High students. This includes weekly meetings, small group Bible studies, mission
opportunities, and trips throughout the year. Sunday School classes for Junior and Senior
High students meet at 9:40 and 11:00 a.m. downstairs in the lower level across from the old
chapel. Contact Jason Baker at 758-6515 or jbaker@germantownumc.org.

Older Adult Ministries. There are many opportunities for adults age 55 and older to be active
and involved at GUMC. The Older Adult Council sponsors a monthly Brown Bag Lunch
series about relevant topics of interest to seniors. The XYZs take monthly nominally priced
day trips to places of interest in the greater Memphis area. For more information call Luci
Cromer at 755-0803. There are also many opportunities for service to the older adults of our
church family. For more information contact Beverly Rhoads at 754-7216, or
brhoads@germantownumc.org.

Adult Ministries. Through Christian education we are inspired and challenged to know and
experience God, claim and live the promises of God, and grow and serve as Christian
disciples. We offer over 20 adult Sunday School classes. Adult Sunday School classes meet at
8:30 a.m., 9:40 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. A complete list of classes is available at the Welcome Center,
and you are encouraged to visit classes. If you would like help in finding a Sunday School that
best suits your needs, contact Rev. Rebecca Luter at 754-7216 (rluter@germantownumc.org). In
addition, we encourage you to participate in short-term study groups, Wesley Covenant
groups, Beth Moore Bible Studies, and in-depth Bible studies such as Disciple, Jesus In the
Gospels, and Christian Believer.

Health and Recreation Ministries. GUMC offers an array of activities through the year for
children and adults, both members and non-members. These include on-going exercise
classes, personal training, and team sports. For more information call the Owings Life
Enrichment Center at 753-3100.

Women’s Ministries. The women of GUMC invite you to join them in their journey of spiritual
growth and encouraging, loving friendships. Through Circle meetings, Bible studies, and
luncheons, we encourage women to find their place of service. For more information call Pat
Gill at 756-8151 or jamesbo429@bellsouth.net.

Men’s Ministries. The United Methodist Men meet for breakfast on the second Saturday of each
month (September through May). There are also several men’s prayer groups that meet on a
regular basis. Contact Conrad Schanson at 755-7608 or barcons@comcast.net.

Missions. We believe missions include spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and serving
others in His name. If you would like some help finding your special place of service, contact
Rev. Deborah Smith at 754-7216.

Congregational Care. The mission of Congregational Care is to provide timely and effective
pastoral care to our sick, bereaved, and all in need through professional staff and lay
 volunteers. Contact Rev. Gail Bruno at 754-7216, ext. 125, or gbruno@germantownumc.org.

Weekday Preschool. Our preschool provides a loving, nurturing and developmentally
appropriate environment for children (ages 6 months-5 years) to grow to their fullest potential
emotionally, socially, spiritually, physically, and cognitively. For more information or to
schedule a visit, please contact Susan Bryant at 753-3109 or email
preschool@germantownumc.org. 

Music Ministries. From Children’s Choirs beginning at age 3, the youth choir and handbells, to
our Adult Chancel Choir and handbells, we are committed to excellence in music and
worship. Contact Jim Thrash at 758-6526 or email jthrash@germantownumc.org.

The McVay Counseling Center at Germantown UMC provides high quality, affordable
counseling from a Christian perspective for our church family and the community. For
information or to schedule an appointment, contact Dr. Dewaine Rice at 758-6523,
drice@germantownumc.org; Christina Burns at 758-6524, ctburns@bellsouth.net; or Dr. Bill
Walker at 756-7666.

2331 S. Germantown Rd. 38138 • 754-7216
www.germantownumc.org • Rev. Richard Smith, Senior Pastor

WORSHIP NOTES • May 22, 2011
“Friends of Creation”

(Genesis 1: 26-31)

Rev. Richard Smith

The sermon text and video are available each Monday

on our website at germantownumc.org.

Germantown United
Methodist Church

May 22, 2011

“Sustainability is at the heart of economic and environmental

justice. What is enough? How are our lifestyles affecting 

the rest of God’s creation? Can we live our lives so that

generations to come will also share in God’s created abundance?

. . . By following the three R's - reduce, reuse, recycle - we can

live lives that tread more lightly on the earth and more equitably

share the abundance God has entrusted to us.”

(General Board of Church and Society,
United Methodist Church)

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on

the seas and established it on the waters. 

— Psalm 24



*SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 1: 26-31

OFFERTORY This Is My Father’s World J. D. FRIZZELL

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

Praise him, all creatures here below

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*HYMN OF PREPARATION 122 God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale

SERMON Friends of Creation Rev. Richard Smith

Going Forth
*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

Those wishing to present themselves for church membership may come to the chancel at this time.

*HYMN  581 Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service

Stanza 1 

COMMISSIONING OF STEPHEN MINISTERS (9:40 a.m.)

nancy Barnett, Gretchen Blair, Pat Davis, Tondala Hayward, Micci Leak, Lynn

Shipp, Bill Sumner, Colene Watkins, and Dee Wright

*BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go 

To the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,

That your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know, and live.

POSTLUDE Beach Spring Stomp JEFFREY HOnORE

Liturgists: 8:30 a.m.—Rev. Gail Bruno, 9:40 a.m.—Rev. Julie McKenna;

11:00 a.m.—Rev. Deborah Smith

Sanctuary Flowers: The flowers that grace our sanctuary this morning are given by

two families:

• Dena and Bob Stoudt, in loving memory of their precious daughter,

Lindsey Preston. 

• Lauren and Wes Barnett are celebrating the baptism this morning of their

daughter, Wesley Katherine. Sharing in today’s celebration is big sister Gracely,

3, and grandparents nancy and Ed Barnett (GUMC) and Barbara and Wendell

Trapp (Corinth, Miss.) and Martha Oestreicher (Greenwood, Miss.) and great

grandmothers nanetta Cridlin and Rebecca Barnett. 

*  *  *

Providing flowers for the sanctuary are a treasured way to enhance worship
while honoring or remembering loved ones or commemorating a special

occasion. For more information contact Mary Anne Gibson
at 754-7216 or mgibson@germantownumc.org.

Entrance
8:30, 9:40 and 11:00 a.m.

PRELUDE A Glorious Everlasting Hallelujah Raise FRED GRAMAnn

Matins Bell Choir

WELCOME AND GREETING

*HYMN 62 All Creatures of Our God and King

Stanzas 1 through 5

*INVOCATION 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

I believe in God, the Creator and Lord of all that is.  In God’s hand is the life

of everything—trees and plants, animals and insects--and the breath of every

human being.

I believe in Jesus the Christ, the Redeemer of all that we have damaged, our

broken souls and our broken world, who offers new life when we love our

neighbors, sun and soil, water and air.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer of this community and future

generations, and the source of courage to care about creation, especially when

sustainability seems hopeless.

We promise to work together and with God, to be stewards of this gift, our home. 

*RESPONSE

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him in humbleness,

O praise ye! Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One!

O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

ANTHEM The Mighty Power of God MARK HAYES

Chancel Choir

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise.

That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;

The moon shines full at His command and all the stars obey.

Their luminous display reflects the power of God. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food.

He formed the creatures with His Word and then pronounced them good.

Lord, how, your wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye;

If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky.

From seas to mountains high the earth cannot contain the goodness of God. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God!

The heavens are telling the story, the whole earth is filled with His glory, 

The heavens are telling the glory of God!

There’s not a plant or flower below but makes Your glories known.  

And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from Your throne.

While all that borrows life from You is ever in Your care,

And everywhere that we can be, O God, You’re present there;

We joyously declare the power of your love.

(Isaac Watts)

Proclamation and Prayer
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Psalm 148

Leader:  Hallelujah! Praise God from the heavens; praise God from the heights!

People:  Praise God, all you angels; Praise God, all you multitudes in heaven!

Leader:  Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars! Praise God,

you highest heavens, And you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the

name of the Most High,

People:  For God commanded and they were created. God established them

forever and ever; God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

Leader:  Praise God from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail,

snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying

birds! 

People:  Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, Royalty and all rulers of the

earth! Young men and women alike, old and young together! Let them praise

the name of God, for God’s name alone is exalted; God’s glory is above earth

and heaven.  Hallelujah!

OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

RESPONSE (singing together) Spirit of the Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (9:40 a.m.)

McKinley Virginia Wright, daughter of Brad and Elaine Wright

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that
McKinley, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith,
and confirmed and strengthened in that way that leads to life eternal.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11 a.m.)

Wesley Katherine Barnett, daughter of Wes and Lauren Barnett

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that
Wesley, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and
confirmed and strengthened in that way that leads to life eternal.

A TIME FOR CHILDREN (9:40 and 11:00 a.m.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)

You are the living God who sustains all life in continually unfolding ways. May

we open our ears to your revealing Word. You speak to us in new, vital and

imperative ways. With your power at work within us, let us be silent and open

to listening . . . for nourishment, comfort, challenge and new focus. Amen.


