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	Romans 12:16-18

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
	Colossians 3:12-14

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.



No one gets along with everyone all the time!  No matter who you are or how mature you are in your Christian walk, there are people who rub you the wrong way, who get on your nerves, who make it hard to have a relationship, and whose personalities and particular behaviors get to you.


There’s a telling verse in the Old Testament where the prophet Jeremiah can’t stand the Israelite people any more because of their unfaithfulness and longs to get away from them.  The verse reads…
Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging place for travelers, 
so that I might leave my people and go away from them; 
for they are all adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people.  (Jeremiah 9:2)

In essence, Jeremiah is saying, “God, get me away from these awful people”


Keep in mind that even Jesus has difficulty with some persons.  The Gospels do not hide the fact that Jesus and the religious authorities of his day, in particular the Pharisees, had an ongoing contentious relationship.  In Mark 3 we find one encounter of Jesus with the Pharisees which tells us that Jesus looked around at them in anger, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts (Mark 3:5).  What’s most revealing about this passage is that the Greek word used here for anger, “orge”, translates “passionate anger, intense anger.”  This was no mild anger Jesus expressed toward the Pharisees; it was intense anger.  He was fed up with their rigidity and insensitivity.  
  Again, no one gets along with everyone all the time.  Around this truth let me share some insights.
There Certainly Are People Hard To Like

Do you know the name Les Parrott?  He is professor of Clinical Psychology at Seattle Pacific University who along with his wife has written much about relationships.  He is also a noted Christian thinker and counselor.  One of his books is titled High Maintenance Relationships.  In that book Dr. Parrott discusses fifteen types of “high maintenance or difficult people.”  Let me share some of these types with you:
· The Critic:  constantly complains and gives unwanted advice

· The Wet Blanket:  pessimistic and automatically negative

· The Steamroller:  blindly insensitive to others

· The Gossip:  enjoys spreading rumors and leaking secrets

· The Control Freak:  unable to let things go and let things be

· The Sponge: constantly in need but gives nothing in return

· The Competitor:  keeps track of tit for tat.
Now Dr. Paul Meier, another noted Christian thinker in the field of psychology, says we must not leave out another type…”the jerk”.  The jerk, says Dr. Meier, is the person who is consistently selfish and readily exhibits behaviors harmful to others.  Each of us has known some jerks in our lives.

The point here is that in life we can’t help but encounter people who are obnoxious, overbearing, arrogant, rude, cantankerous, and insensitive.  All of us will encounter people are truly hard to like.
We Are Not Expected To Like Everyone

Now you will be glad to hear that none of us are expected to like everyone.  I can assure you that Jesus didn’t like the Pharisees.


In one of my earliest appointments as a Methodist pastor I learned this truth firsthand.  Shortly after arriving at that church I met the key leader there, one whom I would label as “the legitimizer”.  Anytime there was business to consider, new ideas to consider he was the one whom everyone expected to give legitimation if it was to pass.  No matter how good the idea or from it came, if he wasn’t in favor of it, he would say, I don’t think that’s something we should do.  He carried a lot of clout.  Now he and I clearly did not like each other.  I didn’t then and I don’t now like people who feel they have the right to be the ones who legitimize decisions which should be made by the whole.  I was in that church three years and when I left, we still didn’t like each other.  We learned during my time there to accept one another, to tolerate one another but we still didn’t like each other.

One Christian thinker says it well when he writes:
We just need to accept that there are people whose behavior and attitudes keep us from liking them.  That doesn’t inherently make us bad Christians.  It does challenge us to find a way to be Christlike without giving into their misbehavior or their challenging attitudes.  Every person is a child of God but that doesn’t mean we ignore the things that cannot and should not be accepted.  The real issue, then, is discovering a Christlike spirit toward people we simply cannot like and whose ways constantly test us.
Sometimes We’re The Problem

The respected Christian writer and pastor Max Lucado tells of being in Portland, Maine trying to catch a flight to Boston.  He went to the desk, checked his bag, got his ticket and went to the gate.  He says he went past security, took his seat, and waited for the flight to be called.  He waited and waited and waited, getting more and more frustrated.  Finally, he went up to the desk to ask the attendant and she looked at him and said, “Sir, you’re at the wrong gate.”  (Lucado, When God Whispers Your Name).

Sometimes we’re the ones in the wrong; not the other person.  Sometimes we’re the problem; not the other person.  Let me share with you some ways we can be the problem.

1. When we expect others to be who we want them to be or act like we want them to act.  Here you or I are trying to get others to act on our terms and by our expectations; not allowing them the freedom to be themselves.

2. When we refuse to admit we’re wrong.  I don’t care how intelligent or capable you and I are; we are not always right; sometimes we have to admit we made a mistake or a poor judgment or said something we shouldn’t have said.  Refusal to accept when we’re wrong causes a natural rift with others.

3. When we speak or act judgmentally.  We need to understand people are not endeared to or want to be around judgmental people.

4. When we fail to be sensitive to the needs of others.  When you or I don’t seek to understand what others are going through, we’re not helping the situation.  You want persons to be sensitive and understanding of you when you’re going through a tough time or special circumstances; so should we be of them.  

Again, sometimes we are the ones who are making the relationship a difficult one.  Sometimes we’re the ones who are difficult people.
There Are Specific Christlike Things We Can Do

In the end, even as we understand that there are difficult people in our lives, we cannot forget that we are Christians; that we are followers of Jesus Christ.  Thus, there are things we need to do as faithful Christians in the midst of difficult relationships.  Let me mention four.

1. Take Romans 12:18 to heart.  In this passage, as I read earlier, Paul says If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Every Christian should memorize that passage and keep it on our hearts and minds as we relate to those who grate against us.

2. Immerse yourself in Colossians 3:12-14.  Here Paul lists the characteristics we Christians need to embody in our daily lives and in our relationships…compassion, kindness, gentleness, patience, humility, a forgiving spirit.  When we embody these virtues things go better with others.

3. Pray to understand, if you can, the other person.  Why is this person the way he or she is?  Is there something which has happened in the person’s life which has contributed to his or her challenging behavior.  Is there something I could know which would help things?  

4. Ask God to help you see some good in that person.  No one is a saint and no one is completely a sinner.  There is some good essentially in every human being.  Pray to see that good; pray to notice some good qualities in that person.  Do all you can as much as you can  to determine something positive.

However, There Is Some Practical Information We Need To Remember
First of all, we may need to practice the art of avoidance with some persons who continually rub us the wrong way; who continue to be difficult in our lives.  God doesn’t expect us, I don’t think, to spend unnecessary time with those who deplete our spirits, who rob us of our joy, who make interaction with them always difficult.

Secondly, don’t capitulate to being a victim.  God doesn’t expect you or me to stay in relationships which are overbearing, controlling, abusive, unhealthy. 

Finally, don’t hesitate to set boundaries in a relationship where such are necessary.  Some people will push us as far as we will let them.  We may need to set boundaries in order to avoid constant conflict.
Closing

So this morning…
We recognize there are people hard to like; people whose personalities, whose behaviors, whose habits make them difficult for us.

We understand that we are not expected to like everyone.

We must determine if in some way we’re the problem and not the other person.

We should seek to be as Christlike as we possibly can and live at peace with the person if at all possible.

We may, however, need to distance ourselves, set some boundaries when it comes to certain people and their effect upon us.
