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Seven First Sayings 
 

This year, in traditional worship, we will journey through an 

Easter worship series entitled ñThe Seven First Sayings of 

the Resurrection.ò These are the first words Jesus speaks 

after He risesðwords that reveal his heart, his mission, and 

his ongoing work in us.  

 

During Lent, the ñSeven Last Wordsò from the cross has 

shown us the depth of Christôs suffering love. These Seven 

First Sayings show us the power of resurrecting love. Jesus 

spoke in power to people in fear, grief, confusion, doubt, and 

wearinessðand the words of Christ still speak to our lives  

today. 

 

Each week of April, and into May, we 

will explore one of the resurrection  

appearances of Christ, calling people 

to a new life. 

¶ ñWoman, why are you weeping?ò 

(John 20:1-18) ð Jesus meets Mary in 

her grief and calls her by name,  

reminding us that resurrection begins 

with being known and loved. 
 

¶ ñWhat things?ò and later, ñWas it 

not necessaryé?ò (Luke 24:13-35) ð 

On the Emmaus Road, Jesus walks 

with confused disciples and opens the Scriptures, showing us that resurrection brings 

clarity and renewed understanding. 
 

¶ ñPeace be with you.ò (Luke 24:36-49 and John 20:21-23) ð In the upper room,  

Jesus speaks peace into fear and breathes the Spirit into His followers. ñAs the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.ò (John 20:21-23) ð Resurrection is not only comfort; it is 

commissioning. 
 

¶ ñDo not doubt, but believe.ò (John 20:24-29) ð Jesus meets Thomas in honest 

doubt, showing that resurrection faith is not fragile, but patient and invitational. 
 

¶ ñChildren, have you any fish? Cast to the right side.ò (John 21:1-14) ð On the shore 

of Galilee, Jesus restores weary disciples with provision, presence, and fellowship. 
 

¶ ñDo you love me? é Follow me.ò (John 21:15-22) ð Jesus restores Peter and calls 

him into renewed purpose. 
 

¶ ñYou will receive poweré and you will be my witnesses.ò (Acts 1:4-11) ð The risen 

 Christ ascends, promising the Spirit and sending the church into the world. 

Tim Carpenter 

Senior Pastor 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нΦΦΦ 
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Join us as we listen to Christ speak these same words into our lives. As we hear his words, we find that:  
 

¶ He comforts our grief with presence and hope. 

¶ He walks with us in confusion and opens our eyes to truth. 

¶ He breathes peace into our fears and anxieties. 

¶ He restores our calling when we feel unworthy or uncertain. 

¶ He strengthens our faith when doubt feels overwhelming. 

¶ He feeds our souls when we are tired from the work of life. 

¶ He sends us out with the promise of the Spiritôs power. 

 

Resurrection is not only an event we celebrate, but also Life we are invited to live!  Join us this Easter Sunday, and all 

Easter season, as we encounter Christ in Spirit and in Scripture. 

 

Senior Pastor          
         Rev. Tim Carpenter   |   tcarpenter@germantownumc.org 

ΦΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

 

 

 

Holy Week Worship 

Holy Week Worship  
 

§ March 31 (Tuesday)  -  Germantown Presbyterian 

§ April 1 (Wednesday)  -  Germantown UMC 

§ April 2 (Thursday)      -  New Bethel Missionary Baptist 

§ April 3 (Friday)           -  St. Georgeôs Episcopal 
 

12 pm worship followed by a light lunch (Tues-Thurs) 

(No lunch on Friday) 

Stations of the Cross will follow Good Fridayôs worship 

Holy Thursday - April 2  
 

ñIs it I, Lord?ò - 7 pm in the Sanctuary 
(Living Last Supper and Communion worship experience, led 

by the Testimony Youth Choir and youth participants.) 

Easter Sunday Services  
 

6:30 am  - Youth led Sunrise Service  

 (Trinity Center in McVay Gardens) 

8:30 am  - Traditional worship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 am - Prism Contemporary worship in the OLEC 

10:30 am - Traditional worship in the Sanctuary 
 

 



о 

 Executive Minister                                                     
Rev. Dr. Scott Alford   |  salford@germantownumc.org 

Ever since 1744, when it was first written, John Wesley's sermon, "The Use of Money,"  

has been a foundational text in United Methodist teaching on stewardship and generosity.  

It is included with other sermons of Wesley in the Standard Sermons, which are part of the  

documents that form our doctrinal standards.  

 

Wesley based this sermon on a verse from The Parable of the Dishonest Manager  

(Luke 16:1-13). In it, Wesley offers his view of money as a gift from God. In a nutshell,  

money is morally neutral, in itself, but can be used for good or evil. Humans are not  

owners but stewards of resources, accountable to God. The sermon addresses how to use 

our worldly wealth to bring about eternal blessings by using money righteously. Wesley 

breaks down his teaching into three practical rules: 

 

Gain all you can 
 

Wesley urges diligent, productive work to earn as much as possible. However, this must be ethicalðnever at the 

expense of health, life, or others' well-being. Avoid harmful occupations, dishonest practices, or exploiting  

neighbors (e.g., no selling harmful goods, no usury that oppresses). Work hard, use talents fully, but always with 

integrity and regard for God's will. 

 

Save all you can 
 

Practice frugality and simplicity. Avoid waste, extravagance, unnecessary 

luxuries, or lavish spending on self-indulgence (e.g., fine clothing,  

excessive food/drink, or vain pursuits). Do not hoard for pride or  

securityðsaving means avoiding foolish expenditure, so that more  

remains for good purposes. Wesley warns that luxury corrupts both  

body and soul. 

 

Give all you can 
 

This is the capstone and often-neglected rule. After gaining and saving 

ethically, use surplus to meet necessities for self/family, then give the rest generously to relieve the poor, support 

the church, and advance God's kingdom. Wesley believes Christians should render to God all that is God'sð

potentially even more than a tithe (10%). Generosity secures eternal blessings in heaven and counters the dangers 

of riches. 

 

The sermon emphasizes that money's ultimate purpose is to do good: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, aid the sick, 

and spread the gospel. Without the third rule, pursuing the first two leads to spiritual harm, making one "twofold more 

the child of hell." Wesley calls for radical stewardshipðwealth exists to serve others and glorify God, not self. 

 

In sum, John Wesley inspires teachings on generosity, ethical earning, simplicity, and social holiness, urging all of us 

to live as faithful stewards in a material world. As we ponder Wesleyôs instruction, may we do so by prayerfully asking: 

ñLord, where do you want us to be in our giving?ò 

wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ {Ŏƻǧ !ƭŦƻǊŘ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

The Use of Money: A Wesleyan Perspective 

 

Humans are not 
owners but  
stewards of  
resources,  
accountable to God.  
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Prism          
         Rev. Mimi White   |   mwhite@germantownumc.org 

Sundays   |   10:30 am   
 

Owings Life Enrichment Center  

wŜǾΦ aƛƳƛ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

On the first Sunday of April, we celebrate the miracle of Easter. After that, we may feel as 

though the rest of the year holds no celebration as grand to look forward toðbut that is not 

the right perspective. We shouldnôt view Easter as something that ends with Easter  

Sunday. Instead, we should view Easter Sunday as the launching pad for the resurrection 

hope, joy and faith that will carry us through the rest of the year! In other words, Jesus  

followers are Easter people all year long!  

So what did you take away from this past Easter season? Was your faith  

renewed? Was hope restored? Did you experience joy? Was it good to be  

reminded of the Gospel stories of death and sin being defeated? Was it good to 

be reminded that death doesnôt have the last word? If so, thatôs goodðnow take 

that and run with it! The power of death and sin were defeated, so that we can 

enjoy eternal life right here and now. What God did for the world through Jesus, 

God seeks to do for the world through us today. We are equipped to be healers  

in this world.  

In his farewell discourse (John 13-17), Jesus 

washed the disciplesô feet and told them to love 

one another. Service to others was his final  

instruction to us. When we do what he taught us 

to do, we experience all kinds of blessings 

through our service (in whatever way we have 

been equipped to try to make this world a better 

place.) This is what ñJesus followingò is all about. 

As Pastor Steve Stone always said, ñItôs a life we 

would not trade for any other, and we hope will 

never endðand, by God, never does!ò Because 

of Easter, we celebrate the promise of eternal 

life, yet we sometimes forget eternal life begins 

here and now. So letôs be sure to celebrate this 

truth every week!  

 

Join us at Prism in the OLEC, on Sunday  

Mornings, at 10:30 am, for our celebrations, with 

incredible music from Prism Riot. Invite all your 

FRANS (Friends, Relatives, Associates,  

Neighbors, Strangers) to come with you,  

because we donôt want anyone missing out on 

the chance to have a life they would trade for no 

other! 
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Finance 
Myron Boswell, Finance Chair 
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For help with any of these options, contact Sharon Panis in the church office. 

Ways  
to  

Give 

 

¶ Cash and Checks - Given in the offering plates or mail 

¶ Electronic Giving - See below 

¶ Venmo: @GermantownUMC 

¶ Text: ñGIVEò to 901-910-1220 

¶ Automatic Bank Drafts - Organized through your personal bank 

or the church office 

¶ Required Annual Distributions from IRAs/Stock Transfer - 

Organized through your broker 

¶ Wills and Estate Planning - Organized through your attorney to 

designate the church as one of the beneficiaries 

Scan 

to  

Give 

If reading this  

digitally, click here  

to give 

Go to our church website 

www.germantownumc.org  

and click on ñGiveò. 

Electronic Giving:  

2026 

Estimate 

of   

Giving 

 

Generosity  

Generosity Statement  
We are called to joyfully and gratefully share our blessings to 
transform lives for Godõs glory. We believe that the discipline  
of generosity helps us to live out our calling to invest in our 
churchõs ministry, to love others, and impact the world. God calls 
us to be faithful stewards and share the many blessings He has 
provided for us. 

https://www.germantownumc.org/give/
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Churchwide  

Germantown United Methodist Church is seeking a Part-Time Associate 

Youth Director to join our ministry team.  

 

This person will work alongside our youth director to nurture meaningful  

relationships with our middle and high school students, support youth  

activities, and assist with special events and mission opportunities.  

 

The ideal candidate has a heart for young people, a love for Christ, and a  

desire to help teens grow spiritually, socially, and emotionally.  

 

If you, or someone you know, might feel called to this important role, we would love to hear from you.  

 

For more information about the position, visit our churchôs webpage. Send resume, a short introduction, and your  

favorite youth group game to Scott Alford (salford@germantownumc.org.) 

Join our Team! Part-time Associate Youth Director Needed 

Emily Jones - Youth Group Volunteer 

For the past three years, Emily Jones has been a dedicated youth group volunteer on 

Sunday nights, at Element, and an active member of the Youth Advisory Council. Her 

commitment has made a meaningful impact on the lives of countless students. 

 

Emilyôs favorite part of serving is watching the kids grow from wide-eyed sixth graders 

into older teenagers, who invest in one another and are committed to strengthening 

their relationship with God. She believes that the weekly rhythm of shared meals,  

silly games, and heartfelt worship plays a powerful role in building a strong sense of 

community and faith among the students. 

 

Emily is grateful to be part of what God is doing in the GUMC youth group and feels especially thankful for the way it 

has enriched the lives of her own children. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Emily Jones for her faithful service, 

her generous spirit, and the difference she continues to make in the lives of our youth. 

 

The youth ministry is always looking for more adults, like Emily, who are willing to volunteer their time or resources to 

show the students they are supported and cared for by the larger church community. If anyone is interested in joining 

the volunteer team, please contact Chloe Granberry (cgranberry@germantownumc.org)  

mailto:salford@germantownumc.org
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Churchwide  

If you have something to donate for our silent auction, please contact Jennifer Predmore 

(jenn_38138@yahoo.com) or Patty Harriman (patty.harriman@gmail.com) 

¢ƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ  

{Ŏŀƴ vw ŎƻŘŜΦ 

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7505e0e7-8eb0-452e-8bf4-38f9bd7e3e34
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 Music Ministry            

Rev. Todd Wilson,  Minister of Music | twilson@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

 A word from Rev. Todd Wilson...  

  

In the summer of 2018, I began my tenure at GUMC. I told the search committee  

that I came with a pre-existing condition. I had committed to beginning seminary and 

was seeking to become a Deacon in the United Methodist Church. For several years,  

I had been dealing with a gnawing sense to do more, and I finally responded to the call 

God was placing on my life. Starting seminary, licensing school, taking on the role of  

Design Team Chairperson for Music and Worship Arts Week at Lake Junaluska, and  

beginning a new position at GUMC was a handful of multi-track efforts. It was an  

exciting time to be with you all!   

  

I am grateful for the support I received from GUMC along the way. I must admit, had I known all the details of the 

process, I may have made other choicesðperhaps found other ways to serve. Being deferred by the Board of 

Ordained Ministry for a year was a humbling experience. I even have a tattoo that marks that occasion! The  

hardest part of being deferred was coming back to you and sharing what ñdeferredò meant and why I was being 

placed in the position of ñnot yetò by the Board. And, again, you all were very supportive. Iôm fortunate to  

experience that very support in my attempts at preaching and teaching. Youôve helped an old man learn new 

tricks!    

  

I recently completed interviews with the Board of Ordained Ministry and have been recommended by that body to 

be ordained in full connection as a Deacon at Annual Conference, on Tuesday, June 9, at FUMC Murfreesboro.  

I pray youôll shout a few ñamensò that night and help me celebrate this long, and often bumpy, journey. After 

all, youôve been with me from the beginning. I also look forward to amending my tattoo to salute the occasion. 

Stay tuned for the big reveal!    

  

Sincerely,   

  

Rev. Todd Wilson  

May 3, 2026 promises to be a wonderful day at GUMC!  The Cherub, Alleluia, and  

Hosanna choirs offer their year-end childrenôs choirs concert. The Alleluia and Hosanna 

choirs (kindergarten-5th grade) will present a musical, ñ100% Chance of Rain,ò by Walter 

Horsley, which highlights the story of Noah and the Ark. It incorporates great melodies,  

humor, and sound biblical teaching. The show ends with 100% chance of LOVE!  The 

children have been working on this since December and would love to have a large and 

loving audience!   
 

Another feature of this program is the presentation of personalized hymnals to our fifth grader choristers, who will be 

in the Testimony youth choir next year. This recognition also serves as an encouragement from the congregation that 

these youngsters continue to sing and offer their gift of song to the Lord.    
 

The childrenôs choirôs concert takes place in the GUMC sanctuary, Sunday, May 3, at 5 pm, followed by a festive  

reception in the Mike Wilson Fellowship Hall. Please come and offer your gifts of presence and love to these young 

choristers!    

Childrenôs Choirôs Concert and 5th Grade Choir Recognition 
 

Sunday, May 3     |     5 pm     |     Sanctuary 
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The Testimony Youth Choir and youth participants will present  

ñIs It I, Lord?ò on Thursday, April 2, at 7 pm, in the sanctuary. This 

Living Last Supper worship experience brings Holy Thursday to life 

through artistically scripted monologues, voiced from the  

perspective of each disciple, as they respond to Jesusô words that 

one of them would betray Him. Each disciple ponders who would 

do such a thing, and asks, "Is it I, Lord?ò 

  

Through reflective storytelling, choral anthems, and congregational 

singing, the service invites us to step inside the Upper Room and 

examine our own hearts. As the worship transitions into the  

celebration of Holy Communion, you will be invited to receive the 

elements from the disciples and from Jesus, deepening the  

connection between Scripture, sacrament, and story. 

  
The evening will conclude with the solemn stripping of the  
sanctuary and a time of quiet meditation, guiding us prayerfully 
toward Good Friday. 
  
We invite you to join us for this meaningful and moving service 
and to support our youth as they lead us in worship during this  
sacred week. 

Holy Thursday, April 2 

7 pm in the Sanctuary 

Music Ministry            

Rev. Todd Wilson,  Minister of Music | twilson@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

We are a welcoming community of faith,  
committed to: 
  
Loving God and loving others  
Serving Christ and sharing Him  
Transforming lives and making disciples O
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 Care Ministries  
Yolanda Toney  |  ytoney@germantownumc.org   |  901-801-6368 

The Messiah Is Among Us 
 

Someone gave me the small book, ñHoly Moments,ò 

a few years ago. One of my favorite stories was 

about a group of joyful monks who lost their joy. 

Their leader was perplexed. He couldnôt figure out 

how they lost their joy, and he couldnôt figure out how to get it back. He traveled up a mountain to visit his hermit friend 

for advice. After they spent some quality time together, the hermit told the monk to return to the monastery and tell the 

other monks, ñThe Messiah is among you.ò  

 

There is more to the story, but the short version is that the monks understood the message. They started to treat each 

other better, gradually the joy returned, and the monastery flourished. A village even formed around it.  

 

As we worship and fellowship together, be reminded that the Messiah is STILL among us.  

Ɂ2ÖɯËÌÌ×ÓàɯËÖɯÞÌɯÊÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯ

ÚÏÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÚ×ÌÓɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÜÙɯ

ÖÞÕɯÚÌÓÝÌÚȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÝÌÙàɯËÌÈÙɯÛÖɯÜÚȭɂɯɯɯɯɯ

  ȃɯƕɯ3ÏÌÚÚÈÓÖÕÐÈÕÚɯƖȯƜ 

To serve in the following ministries, Contact Yolanda Toney:  
 

¶ Grief Ministry - Commit to stay in touch with a person, who has suffered a close familial loss, for a year. 

Regularity of contact would be determined by the person affected by the loss and you. Contact might  

 include calls, notes, or visits. 
 

¶ Note/Card Writing Ministry - Once a month or less, you will write notes to assigned persons. Adults, youth, 

and children may contribute to this ministry. 
 

¶ Calling Ministry - Monthly or bi-monthly (determined by you) you will call assigned persons to check in with 

them. These people may be ill, shut-ins, or may be absent from church for several Sundays. 
 

¶ Meal Ministry - Occasionally, persons or families may appreciate a meal during a difficult time. You would 

make the meal or purchase a meal and deliver it. 

¶ Care for the Caregiver - Give a caregiver at least an hour break. Sign up to be contacted if/when 

needed. 

¶ Prayer Ministry - Join a team of volunteers, who arrive 30-45 minutes before worship, to pray throughout 

the church for all who enter the sanctuary before worship begins. The team also prays with the pastors. 

New members are welcome. Contact Yolanda Toney if interested. 
 

¶ Monday Night Visits to First-Time Visitors - Armed with fresh cookies, you will visit first-time visitors. 

You may bake cookies, go on visits, or both.  

Contact Sue Myers, 901-756-7919 or joelmyers1@comcast.net. 
 

Are you being called from the pews into the mission field? 

/[a ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀ ±Φ/Φ ¢ƻƴŜȅ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ hŦ /ŀǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ  

mailto:joelmyers1@comcast.net
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 Care Ministries  
Yolanda Toney  |  ytoney@germantownumc.org   |  901-801-6368 

On Monday, April 13, at 11:00 am, in Room 339, Matthew Rhoads, Attorney, specializing in estate planning,  

probate administration, and elder care law, will be with us again to talk about healthcare law and advance care  

planning. After his last visit, many of us realized that we wanted and needed to learn more. The consensus was  

that we were inspired to make plans, revise plans, or update plans. If you missed Matthew last year, do come! If you 

attended before, you may have additional questions. This seminar may be similar to the last one, but not the same. 

You wonôt want to miss it. 
 

Come prepared to listen and ask questions. There is no cost for this seminar, but registration is required.  

.üëÎù èØęØ ĢĊ ĝëãă ĦĖ Ċę ĝÎÁă ĢèØ uv ÎĊÔØ ÍØüĊĵŪ 

BęØØ ØĴØăĢŪ  
 

vØãëĝĢęÁĢëĊă ęØĘĦëęØÔŪ  

uĥ×ĜġêĉĂĜŲ .ĉĂġÀÍġ µĉûÀĂÓÀ ~ĉĂ×Ĺ 

ĹġĉĂ×Ĺƒâ×ĘāÀĂġĉĳĂĥāÍūĉĘâ 

Care Ministries and Elder Care Ministries present  

I9![¢I/!w9 [!² ϧ !5±!b/9 /!w9 t[!bbLbD  
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April 13, 2026    |    11 am    |    Room 339 

A Place for Navigating 

Loss and Change 

April 19, 2026      

Meets the third Sunday of the month, at 11:30 am, or immediately 

following the traditional worship service, in the fellowship hall. 

 

For more information and to register online, click here or scan the 

QR code.  

 

 
vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀ ¢ƻƴŜȅ 

ȅǘƻƴŜȅϪƎŜǊƳŀƴǘƻǿƴǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/8ece435c-6b62-422d-ab7b-0f215d738348
https://www.germantownumc.org/news/steady-ground/
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For questions, please contact Mary Groh. 
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April 27 

 

The River We  

Remember 

 

 

By William Kent Krueger 

May 18 

 

City of  

Night Birds 

 

 

By Juhea Kim 

This program will be our second interactive group discussion, focusing on:   
 

¶  Why we do what we do and how we keep it going 

¶  Creating memorable lessons ï connecting our past to present and future 

¶  Class trends/ new materials / idea sharing / leading with impact 

¶  Building the pipeline of teachers 

¶  Launch TLC ï teacher learning community format 

Ý Where to obtain ideas and materials ï planning ahead / or last-minute call 

Ý How to choose topics ï content, connection, clarity 

Ý Class dynamics ï timing, tone, target audience, the two or three concept 

Ý What you do know that will ñhelp you leadò ï what you donôt know that will 

ñhelp you grow.ò 

Wednesday, April 8 |   6:30-8 pm     

Open to all:  Experienced teachers, those who have never led an adult class, or those 

who want to slightly wade in the water to check it out. 

If you have not  

registered previously 

and would like to  

attend,  please click 

here or scan the QR 

code. 

Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

Please note: This class was originally scheduled for February 25. If you 

registered for the February session, there is no need to register again. If you previously 

registered, but cannot make it to the April session, please email Mary Groh 

(mgroh@germantownumc.org.)  
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June 22 

 

A Marriage  

At Sea 

 

 

By Sophie Elmhirst 

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/eb095d21-3632-4492-8259-17f84b69da0d
mailto:mgroh@germantownumc.org
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 Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

Menüs  
Sonrise Bible Study  

~ĦØĝÔÁĻĝ   ƙ    ŔŬőŎ ÁĂ 

Believing Jesus 
A Journey Through the Book of ACTS 
 

Wednesdays, April 8 ï May 27    

9:45-11:45 am via Zoom. 

Facilitator: Chesley Porteous   |   Cost: $18.00 

 
 

Throughout the Book of Acts, believing Jesus and what he said is the core value that marked every believer in the 

first church. In this eight-session womenôs video Bible study, author Lisa Harper launches into the book of Acts to 

discover how Jesusô command to spread the gospel changed the lives of those who believed and shaped the  

culture that surrounded the growing church.  

 

Join us for this journey through the Biblical stories of the early Christian movement and see what 

kind of wild adventures await those who truly believe Jesus.  

 

To register, click here or scan QR code. 

Bible  
Study 

The Means of Grace 
 

Tuesdays, April 21 ï May 26 

10 ï 11:30 am 

Teacher: Rev. Rick Pinkston   |   Cost: FREE 

Üœĸ £ĸĐŷƥ  
of  

One phrase you might hear United Methodists use often is ñMeans of Grace,ò but what does it mean? The Means of 

Grace are vital practices we engage in every day to deepen our relationship with God, live out the teachings of 

Christ, and allow the Holy Spirit to grant us renewed hope and strength in our spiritual journey. They include prayer, 

searching the scriptures, Christian conferencing (or conversation), fasting, Sacraments (The Lordôs Supper and 

Baptism), and acts of mercy.   

 

This six-week study will look at grace as the cornerstone of the United Methodist Churchôs  

understanding of the way God relates to humankind. Join Rick Pinkston as he shows us how we can 

take these practices out of theoretical consideration and incorporate them into our living so that we 

might experience God and Godôs grace more fully. 

 

To register, click here or scan QR code. 

 

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/02175b4f-66ec-44c3-bb85-c592ae56efd4
https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/9bc251d2-be2f-4098-921f-9be6571c49a5
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 Older Adults  
Luci Cromer, Chair | 901-755-0803 | luci2@comcast.net 
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**There will be a crossing guard on West Street to help with overflow parking.** 

Donôt Forget the April Brown Bag Lunch Program! 

 

Andy Pouncey 
City of Germantown Historian 

Bring Your Treasures to the May Brown Bag Lunch Program! 
 

When you were growing up, did your mother ever give you a dish or a vase that belonged to 

someone in the family and warn you never to get rid of it, because it was worth a lot? Did  

you ever wonder whether it was just worth a lot of memories or actually worth a lot of  

money? Bring your items to the May Brown Bag Lunch Series, an adventure in learning 

sponsored by the Older Adult Council and find out.  

 

Todd Stricklin, local interior designer and owner of Todd & CO Estate Sales, will be available 

to give you an estimated value of jewelry, china, art, books, fabric, silver, toys, games, dolls, and anything else you 

can carry in your hands. You may bring only four itemsðno pictures of items, vinyl records, stamps, coins,  

Orientalia, large pieces, or furniture, please. This is going to be a fun activity; you wonôt believe the value of whatôs in 

your house or attic! 

 

PROGRAM: ñGUMC Attic Treasures Roadshowò. There will not be a speaker. 
 

WHERE: Mike Wilson Fellowship Hall 
 

WHEN: May 1, 2026. Program starts at 11 am; lunch is at noon. 
 

COST: FREEðthe church will supply beverages. 
 

RESERVATIONS: No reservations are needed. Just bring your sack lunch and enjoy the program and the 

fellowship. 
 

QUESTIONS? Call Luci Cromer, 901-755-0803 

 

**There will be a crossing guard on West Street to help with overflow parking.** 

Andy Pouncey, City of Germantown, TN Historian and Former Chair of the 

Tennessee Historical Commission, will speak about ñFrances Wright and 

Nashoba, an Experiment to End Slavery.ò This presentation will be on  

Friday, April 10, 2026, in the Fellowship Hall.  Please note that this is a 

change in date. The program starts at 11 am, with lunch at noon. Bring 

your own sack lunch; the church will supply the beverages. Call Luci 

Cromer, 755-0803, for more information. No reservations are needed.  
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 Older Adults  
Luci Cromer, Chair | 901-755-0803 | luci2@comcast.net 

XYZs Go to Baseball Game in May! 
 

Join us as we partake in the great American pastime with a fun-filled evening at AutoZone Park. If you have never been 

there with us, you are in for a treat! Our seats are reserved in the upper dugout box, behind home plate and close to all 

the concessions and restrooms. Game time is 6:45 pm, so we will have plenty of time to find our seats and pick up  

dinner at the ballpark. We should have much cooler weather in May, rather than going in the summerðyou might even 

need a jacket! Sign up soonðseating is limited. 
 

WHERE: AutoZone Park, Memphis Redbirds play the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp 
  
WHEN: Tuesday night, May 12, 2026 
 

COST: $15 per person includes ticket & transportation. Dinner is on your own. 
 

DEPARTURE: 5:30 pm from OLEC parking lot. (Be there by 5:15 pm.)  
 

RESERVATIONS: Call Luci Cromer, 755-0803, Gretchen Blair, 755-0797, or Garnet Brenneman, 754-3711. You 

must make your reservation before paying. 
 

DEADLINE FOR MONEY and RESERVATIONS: Friday, April 10 

XYZs See Sweeney Todd in June! 
 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street is a Tony Award-winning musical, 

by Stephen Sondheim (music and lyrics) and Hugh Wheeler (book), based on a  

Victorian penny dreadful. It tells the story of an unjustly exiled barber, who returns to 

19
th

-century London seeking revenge, partnering with a pie-maker, Mrs. Lovett, to 

dispose of his victims in her pies, leading to a gruesome and darkly comedic tale of 

obsession, injustice, and retribution. Known for its sophisticated and shocking story-

line with a complex and challenging score, Sweeney Todd is a major work in musical  

theatre. This show is co-produced with Opera Memphis. Make your reservation NOW 

and come with us to opening night! Swing your razor high, Sweeney! 

 

WHERE: Playhouse on the Square 
 

WHEN: Friday, June 12, 2026 
 

COST: $15 per person cost includes reserved seat and opening night reception 
 

DEPARTURE: 5:45 p.m. from OLEC parking lot. (Be there by 5:30 p.m.)  
 

RESERVATIONS: Call Luci Cromer, 755-0803, Gretchen Blair, 755-0797, or Garnet 

Brenneman, 754-3711. You must make your reservation before paying. 
 

DEADLINE FOR MONEY and RESERVATIONS: Tuesday, May 12 
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 Older Adults  
Luci Cromer, Chair | 901-755-0803 | luci2@comcast.net 

Our Handy Helpers are waiting for your callé 
 

The Handy Helpers Ministry Team, sponsored by the Older Adult Council, lends a ñhelping handò to older adults 

in our church who need assistance with small repair and maintenance jobs around the house. 
 

WHAT TYPE OF JOBS DO HANDY HELPERS DO? 

¶ Light maintenance and repairs, including small carpentry jobs, such as  

 malfunctioning doors, locks, or windows. 

¶ Minor electrical work, such as replacing light switches and light bulbs. 

¶ Replacing smoke alarm batteries. 

¶ Minor plumbing work, such as working on ñrunningò toilets or leaky faucets. 

¶ Other miscellaneous jobs are considered on an individual basis. 
 

If you are planning a larger job for your house (repainting, wood replacement, remodeling) and would like 

a second opinion of what really needs to be done, call Handy Helpers, and they will send someone out to 

take a look and talk to you about it. 
 

Handy Helpers do not work on large or small appliances, roofs, home decorating, or on jobs requiring tall ladders. 
 

WHAT DOES THIS SERVICE COST? 

The Handy Helpers service charges only for parts and materials used in the repair.  There is NO charge for labor. 
 

TO QUALIFY FOR THE HANDY HELPERS SERVICE: 

You must be a member of Germantown United Methodist Church, have homeowners liability insurance, and be 

over 60 years of age. 
 

To request assistance, please contact Ron or Nina Gaddy, 901-754-1238 

Friday Bridge Group Disbanded! 
 

The weekly Friday Bridge Group that met in the Huddle, 

from 10 am-2 pm, for party bridge is no longer meeting 

because of lack of interest. If you still want to play bridge 

or start playing bridge, the City of Germantown Parks 

and Recreation Department sponsors weekly bridge at 

the Pickering Center, 7771 Poplar Pike. 

 

Social Bridge is on Tuesdays, from 9 am-1 pm, and the cost is $3 per session or $15 for five sessions. This 

group is casual and social. Drinks and snacks are provided. A partner is not necessary. 

 

ACBL Sanctioned Germantown Bridge Club meets on Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 10 am-1 pm. The cost 

is $8, and players must bring a partner. Drinks and snacks are provided.  

 

Interested in learning to play? Contact Germantown Bridge Director, Tom Bartlett, at 901-497-4873 or  

tombartlett2003@gmail.com. 
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 Germantown United Women in Faith (GUWF)  
 

Stephanie Adams, President      |     women@germantownumc.org 

GUWF Lent by Candlelight was a lovely evening, where women gathered together around beautifully decorated 

tables in the fellowship hall, followed by a service in the chapel, as they prepared their hearts and minds for the 

season of Lent. 
 

This yearôs speaker was Sarah Sutton, who shared her inspirational faith journey as part of the chapel program.   
 

If you were unable to attend, we hope you will join us next year! Weôd love to have you share in this very special 

experience with us. All women are invited! 
 

For more information about Germantown United Women in Faith programming, check out our webpage at 

www.germantownumc.org/womeninfaith. 


