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As the days lengthen, and the summer sun warms the 

earth, we enter the month of June. School years wind 

down, vacation plans take shape, and the pace of life 

often shifts. For many, this is a season of both  

celebration and transitionðgraduations, family  

gatherings, and the simple joy of longer evenings.  

During these changes, Scripture invites us to anchor in 

the unchanging light of God. 

 

Jesus declared, ñI am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the 

light of lifeò (John 8:12). In the longer sun of June, this 

promise feels especially vivid. Summer can be a giftðan opportunity to rest, reflect, 

and realign our hearts with the One who never grows weary; a chance to renew our 

walk in the light.  

 

June also brings Fatherôs Day. For some, this is a day of gratitude and joyful  

memories. For others, it carries the ache of absence, disappointment, or loss. This  

will be my first Fatherôs Day after my own dadôs passing, but I carry appreciation for  

my dadôs faithfulness and godly example. The beauty of the gospel of Christ is that  

it meets us in every experience, whether joy or loss. Scripture declares that God  

is ña father to the fatherlessò (Psalm 68:5), and we are invited to call him ñAbba,  

Fatherò (Romans 8:15). No matter what our earthly story holds, we are welcomed into 

the perfect, steadfast love of our heavenly Father. 

 

If you are a father, I encourage 

you to guide gently and  

courageously. Your presence, 

prayers, and faithfulness matter 

more than you know. If  

fatherhood has been painful or 

complicated in your life, allow the 

Lord to heal and reframe those 

wounds through His Word and 

His people. Let that healing work 

through you to the next  

generation.  

 

I invite you to walk intentionally in 

the light of Christ. Cherish your family. Rest in Godôs care. Reach out to someone who 

may feel lonely in this season. And, remember, that the same God who orders the  

seasons is faithfully at work in your life and in our church. 

 

Tim Carpenter 

Senior Pastor 

 Summer Light and Steady Faith 
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 Executive Minister                                                     
Rev. Dr. Scott Alford   |  salford@germantownumc.org 

One of my favorite magic tricks is the cups and balls. In fact, search for a 2010 YouTube 

clip of Penn & Teller explaining the trick using clear plastic cups! Itôs a simple trick using a 

set of cups, a few small balls, and a magicianôs practiced hands making the balls appear, 

disappear, and reappear where we least expect them. Our eyes try to follow, but weôre  

often surprised by what we cannot quite explain. 

 

In many ways, life in the church can feel like that. 

We come together each week with our own  

expectationséour own sense of where things 

ñshouldò be and what things ñshouldò look like. 

We look for God in the familiar places: in the 

hymns we know by heart, in the order weôve experienced for years, in the 

sights of worship that ground us. Certainly, God is there. Yet, just as in the 

cups and balls, God is also at work in places we donôt always notice, moving 

in ways we donôt always anticipate. 

 

Sometimes we may feel that weôve ñlostò something in the life of the church. A beloved tradition changes. A longtime 

member moves away. A ministry that once flourished seems to fade. It can occasionally feel like the ball has vanished 

entirely. Yet, over time, we might discover that God has not removed the blessing but relocated itébringing new life in 

a different form, in a different arrangement, or through different people. 

 

The cups and balls remind us that our perspective is limited. We see only part of what is happening. As people of faith, 

we trust that Godôs hands are at work beyond what we can track or control. As John Wesley emphasized, grace is al-

ways preceding us, always at work before we are even aware of it. What looks like absence may, in fact, be prepara-

tion. What feels like loss may become an unexpected gift. 

 

Thereôs also an important communal dimension to this. In the trick, the 

magician often invites the audience to, ñWatch carefully.ò In the church, 

we are invited to do the same, but to do so together in community. We 

help one another notice where God is moving. One person sees grace 

in a small act of kindness, another sees it in a moment of courage, and 

still another sees it in quiet persistence. Together, our shared witness 

gives us a more complete picture of Godôs presence. 

 

The cups and balls also draw out a sense of wonderðnot confusion  

necessarily, but a reminder that not everything can or should be fully 

explained. Our faith is not a puzzle to be solved, but a relationship to be 

lived. There is mystery at the heart of our faith, and that mystery draws 

us deeper into our trust in God. 

 

Perhaps, the next time we feel as if something in our life or in the church has disappeared, maybe we can see it as a 

time to look beyond, to look together, and to trust that God is still at work, still moving, still revealing grace in ways both 

seen and unseen. After all, in Godôs hands, nothing is ever truly lost. It may simply be waiting to reappear in a place 

we didnôt expect. 

 

wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ {Ŏƻǧ !ƭŦƻǊŘ 
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Nothing Is Ever Truly Lost 
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Prism          
         Rev. Mimi White   |   mwhite@germantownumc.org 

Sundays   |   10:30 am   
 

Owings Life Enrichment Center  

We will kick off summer at Prism with our favorite summer  

series: The Animated Gospel. Hopefully, many of you were 

able to attend the churchwide summer kickoff movie night in 

May, where we enjoyed one of the movies featured in our  

series, Zootopia 2.  

 

The other movies we will feature this summer at Prism are Toy 

Story 5, Elio, Swapped, David, and Animal Farm.  

wŜǾΦ aƛƳƛ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
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Our series draws out the Gospel message hidden 

within each of these stories, making this a fun way to 

remember the teachings of Jesus for the entire family. 

We will reflect upon the themes of courage, unity,  

empathy, acceptance, corruption of power,  

perseverance, overcoming obstacles, teamwork, and 

love. Of course, there will also be incredible music 

from Prism Riot each week! 

 

Invite all your F.R.A.N.S. (Friends, Relatives,  

Associates, Neighbors, and Strangers) to come with 

you each week, get connected, celebrate the joys of 

summer and ñJesus followingò, and find the place 

where they belong. PrismðA Place For All People 

meets at 10:30 am on Sunday mornings in the OLEC. 

Hereôs to having the best summer ever!  
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Finance 
Myron Boswell, Finance Chair 
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For help with any of these options, contact Sharon Panis in the church office. 

Ways  
to  

Give 

 

¶ Cash and Checks - Given in the offering plates or mail 

¶ Electronic Giving - See below 

¶ Venmo: @GermantownUMC 

¶ Text: ñGIVEò to 901-910-1220 

¶ Automatic Bank Drafts - Organized through your personal bank 

or the church office 

¶ Required Annual Distributions from IRAs/Stock Transfer - 

Organized through your broker 

¶ Wills and Estate Planning - Organized through your attorney to 

designate the church as one of the beneficiaries 

Scan 

to  

Give 

If reading this  

digitally, click here  

to give 

Go to our church website 

www.germantownumc.org  

and click on ñGiveò. 

Electronic Giving:  

2026 

Estimate 

of   

Giving 

 

Generosity  

Giving generously to support our church helps sustain its mission, 

outreach, and daily ministry work. Financial generosity is an  

expression of gratitude and trust, reflecting a willingness to invest 

in something greater than ourselves. When we give faithfully, we 

strengthen our community and enable the church to serve others 

more effectively. 

https://www.germantownumc.org/give/
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Emmaus Class BBQ Sale to Support Kenya Mission Trip 
 

Pickup: Saturday, June 6     |     1-2 pm at the OLEC 

The Emmaus Sunday school class will hold its world-famous BBQ sale on June 6. You can choose from a slab of ribs, 

pulled pork, or pork loin. Price is $35 each. Proceeds will benefit the Kenya Mission Trip.  

 

Pickup will be in the OLEC parking lot from 1-2 pm on Saturday, June 6. Drive up to the tables in front of the OLEC to 

pick up your order. Click here to order your meat and pre-pay by credit card on the church website or scan the QR 

code below. You also have the option to order now and pay later by cash or check at pickup on June 6.  

(Make checks payable to Emmaus Sunday school.) 

 

Deadline for ordering is Thursday, June 4, at 5 pm.  

Donôt miss this opportunity to stock up your freezer and support our Kenya Mission Trip. 

  

 

Churchwide  

vĻĕŶíī ¯ŨīįýĀĨ víīĀíį 
STORIES You Know? PART 2 

 

June 21 - August 2 
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΣ ŀǘ млΥол ŀƳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ 

ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ WǳƴŜ нмΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ  

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƪŜȅ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎτǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ 

ƪƴƻǿΣ ƻǊ Řƻ ǿŜΚ  

https://www.germantownumc.org/news/6-6-26-emmaus-class-bbq-sale/
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Churchwide  

9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōȅ 

ǎŜƭƅŜǎǎƭȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǧŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

нƴŘ ϧ пǘƘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ 

сΥлл ǇƳ 

¢ƘŜ IǳŘŘƭŜ όǊƻƻƳ нплύ 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

bƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  

 
bŜǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƘƧƻƴƎΚ  

²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 

ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΗ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƘŜǎƭŜȅ tƻǊǘŜƻǳǎ  флм-нсу-пууп 

ŎƘŜǎƭŜȅǇƻǊǘŜƻǳǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

This month, we spotlight a volunteer whose heart for service and passion for teaching 

have blessed countless people both within and beyond our church walls. 

 

For the past two years at GUMC, Rob has faithfully taught adult Sunday school classes, 

leading 51 lessons so far. His love for sharing Godôs Word stretches back even furtherð

53 years of teaching people of every age. In addition to Sunday school, he also  

participates in both the SonRise menôs class and the Rutherford Menôs Bible class as a 

member and occasional teacher. 

 

Robôs servant heart reaches far beyond the classroom. He spent two years delivering food 

donated by Trader Joeôs to recovering addicts at the Salvation Army, helped pack 2,000 

food bags for Rise Against Hunger, and prepared meals at the Church Health Center. He 

has also volunteered at every GUMC childrenôs consignment sale since joining the church and recently secured 

fourteen auction items for the 2026 GUMC missions auction. 

 

This past Spring, Rob co-directed and wrote the dialogue portion of the Maundy Thursday performance, featuring 

GUMC youth participants, helping bring the story of Holy Week to life in a meaningful way. 

 

When asked what he loves most about serving at GUMC, his answer reflects the spirit of our church family:  

ñI simply cannot wait to get to church whenever I can. Interacting and hugging my fellow Christian friends, staff, and 

even new visitors always keeps a smile on my face. We are a welcoming, warm and fuzzy, happening place!ò 

 

Thank you, Rob, for your joyful spirit and faithful service! 

Rob Jollyð Adult Sunday School Teacher and More 
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Churchwide  

 

Join us in welcoming Courtney Brookshire to the GUMC staff as Associate 

Youth Director. Courtney brings many years of experience working with 

youth, both as a church youth director and high school language arts  

teacher. She, along with her husband, Derek, and son, Wyatt, joined  

GUMC this past December.   

GUMC Welcomes Courtney Brookshire,  

Associate Youth Director 

Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

This summer, Chloe Granberry will facilitate a Monday evening study on Sabbath, by Dr. Ryan Bonfiglio, Associate 

Professor of Old Testament at Candler School of Theology. While in seminary, Chloe served as Dr. Bonfiglioôs  

teaching assistant and is excited to share this course, now being offered as an asynchronous study to churches 

through the Candler Foundry. 
 

Below is a description of the course: 
 

ñIn this course, we will explore the biblical concept of Sabbath and what it means to embrace Godôs rest 

in the midst of our busy lives and restless world. In doing so, we will come to understand the ancient 

idea of Sabbath as more than just downtime on the weekend. Rather, we will discover Sabbath as a 

disruptive and life-giving invitation to think differently about our priorities, the pace of our lives, and what 

it means to be created in the image of a God who rests.ò 
 

The class will meet Monday nights, June 1ï July 13, from 7-8 pm, in Room 339. This class is offered for FREE!  
 

Click here to register online or scan the QR code above.  

https://www.germantownumc.org/news/sabbath-a-7-week-study/
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Menüs  
Sonrise Bible Study  

~ĦØĝÔÁĻĝ   ƙ    ŔŬőŎ ÁĂ 

 

 

 

Oqjªj r« |~ |jjh ®~ ªjpr«®jªÏ ;¯«® §¯ªfq]«j 
®qj e~~y Þ~ª fqjfy ~¯® oª~{ ®qj zreª]ª·ß 
]|h x~r| ¯« o~ª ] «§rªr®jh hr«f¯««r~|Ô 

For questions, please contact Mary Groh. 

>~|h]· >~|®qz· )~~y  
4ª~¯§ Á¿ÁÅ 
 

Ã®q >~|h]· ~o ®qj >~|®q 
À¿Ñ¿¿ ]{-ÀÁÑ¿¿ §{ 
L~~{ ÂÂÇ 

Bible  
Study 

Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

June 22 

 

A Marriage  

At Sea 

 

 

By Sophie Elmhirst 

July 27 

 

Florence Adler  

Swims Forever 

 

 

By Rachel Beanland 

The book of Proverbs describes godly wisdom as a path that leads to life and  

flourishing. How often do we call to mind the wisdom found in the sayings of Proverbs  

to shed light on the path before us? How relevant do we even believe these ancient 

words are to our modern world? 

 

Join us for this 8-week study as we consider wisdom principles on everyday topics like 

your words, work, friendships, marriages, parenting, money management,  

neighborliness, leadership influence, and more. Together weôll discover the wisdom of 

Proverbs as an invitation to steadily walk Godôs way in Godôs world.   

 

To register, click here or scan the QR code.  

 

The Way of Wisdom 
A Study of the Book of Proverbs 
 

Wednesdays, June 17 ï August 5  |  9:45-11:45 am via Zoom. 
 

Facilitator: Chesley Porteous  |  cost: $28.00 

August 24 

 

Venetian 

Vespers 

 

 

By John Banville 

https://www.germantownumc.org/sign-up-events/
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Membership  

Andrew Lyons 

 

College Ministry  

Lauren Wright Hobbs Nursing Scholarship ï 2026 
 

A scholarship has been established, through Germantown United Methodist Church, 

to benefit a student from our church who is pursuing a degree in nursing. This  

scholarship is named for Lauren Wright Hobbs, who loved serving others in the  

nursing profession. Lauren was a long-time member of our church, who lost her  

battle with cervical cancer at the age of 29 in October of 2013. 
 

Recipients should be members of GUMC and attending nursing school now or in  

the coming fall semester. The $3,000 scholarship will be awarded to the student who 

best fits the model that Lauren exemplified in her love of nursing. Applications may 

be obtained by contacting Karen Oppenheim at karen.oppenheim@gmail.com. All 

completed applications with accompanying paperwork must be received by Tuesday, 

June 30. The scholarship committee will review and select the recipient prior to July 

6, 2026. The scholarship will be awarded for the 2026-2027 school year. 
 

You can make donations to this scholarship fund by writing your check to GUMC, 

with Lauren Wright Hobbs Scholarship noted in the memo line. 2026 is the thirteenth 

year for this scholarship, and the Emmaus Sunday school class is honored to offer 

this scholarship in her name. 

Germantown UMC welcomed Andrew Lyons into 

membership on Sunday, May 10, at our Prism  

worship service. He joined by transfer of his  

membership from Perdido Bay UMC, Perdido,  

Florida. Andrewôs Welcome Friend is his wife, Anna 

Cates. They are members of the Wesley 2.0 Sunday 

school class. 

mailto:Karen.oppenheim@gmail.com
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 Care Ministries  
Yolanda Toney  |  ytoney@germantownumc.org   |  901-801-6368 

For many, this day is joyful. For others, it may carry grief, absence, or complicated memories. Yet, we give 

thanks for the men who have loved, protected, taught, and encouraged us along the way. 
 

*(Mrs. Pearl McNair is the mother of Dr. Ronald E. McNair, one of the Challenger astronauts. We were family 

friends and members of Wesley United Methodist Church in Lake City, South Carolina.) 

The first Fatherôs Day observance took place in Fairmont, West Virginia, on July 5, 1908, 

following the worst mining disaster in U.S. history. Mrs. Grace Golden Clayton wanted to 

honor the many fathers who died in the tragedyðmore than 360 men. Mrs. Claytonôs 

own father had died in 1869, so she understood the pain of losing a father. Although this 

was the first known service honoring fathers, it did not become an annual event. Sonora 

Smart Dodd is credited with helping establish Fatherôs Day as a national holiday. Her  

father, William Smart, raised six children alone in Washington, after her mother died in 

childbirth. 
 

Mrs. Dodd proposed to the Spokane Ministerial Association and the YMCA that a 

ñFatherôs Dayò be celebrated. She suggested June 5 because it was her fatherôs  

birthday, but organizers chose the third Sunday in June to allow more time to prepare  

sermons following Motherôs Day observances. The first Fatherôs Day in Spokane,  

Washington was observed June 19, 1910. It became an annual event there.  
 

It was not until 1972 that Fatherôs Day was officially signed into law as a national holiday, 

to be celebrated on the third Sunday in June. In observance of Fatherôs Day, Iôm sharing 

below one of my most memorable experiences with my father. 

/[a ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀ ±Φ/Φ ¢ƻƴŜȅ 
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Obedience Does Not Require Understanding 
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ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ !ƊŜǊ a¸C ŜƴŘŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŜΦ hǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ aǊǎΦ tŜŀǊƭ aŎbŀƛǊΣ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ !ƊŜǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ 9ǊƛŎΣ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǾŜŘ 

ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άbƻ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΦέ 

 

²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀŘΚέ Wǳǎǘ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ 

ƅȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǎƘƻǳǝƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŜǇ ōŀǎǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ άLǎ ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ²ƘŜƴ 

ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ƳŜΣ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƎŜǊΦ tƻƛƴǝƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŬƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƳŜǎτȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ 

IƛƳ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘŘȅΗέ 

 

L ǿŀǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴƴƛŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

ƪƴŜǿ  Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀƴƛŎƪŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ  

ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ !ƊŜǊ ǳǎǳǊǇƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ Řǳǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ  

 

¢Ƙŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ  

ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΦ 
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To serve in the following ministries, contact Yolanda Toney (see contact information above.)  

 
 

¶ Grief Ministry - Commit to stay in touch with a person, who has suffered a close familial loss, for a year. 

Regularity of contact would be determined by the person affected by the loss and you. Contact might  

 include calls, notes, or visits. 
 

¶ Note/Card Writing Ministry - Once a month or less, you will write notes to assigned persons. Adults, 

youth, and children may contribute to this ministry. 
 

¶ Calling Ministry - Monthly or bi-monthly (determined by you) you will call assigned persons to check in 

with them. These people may be ill, shut-ins, or may be absent from church for several Sundays. 
 

¶ Meal Ministry - Occasionally, persons or families may appreciate a meal during a difficult time. You would 

make the meal or purchase a meal and deliver it. 

¶ Prayer Ministry - Join a team of volunteers, who arrive 30-45 minutes before worship, to pray throughout 

the church for all who enter the sanctuary before worship begins. The team also prays with the pastors. 

New members are welcome.  
 

¶ Monday Night Visits to First-Time Visitors - Armed with fresh cookies, you will visit first-time visitors. 

You may bake cookies, go on visits, or both.  
 

To serve in the following ministries, contact Sue Myers, 901-756-7919 or joelmyers1@comcast.net  

Are you being called from the pews into the mission field? 
  

Care Ministries  
Yolanda Toney  |  ytoney@germantownumc.org   |  901-801-6368 
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άDƻƻŘ DǊƛŜŦέ ōȅ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ 9Φ ²ŜǎǘōǳǊƎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ 

ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦŜŜΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ 

ǎŎŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜΦ  

 

vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀ ¢ƻƴŜȅ 

όȅǘƻƴŜȅϪƎŜǊƳŀƴǘƻǿƴǳƳŎΦƻǊƎύ 
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Care Ministries  
Yolanda Toney  |  ytoney@germantownumc.org   |  901-801-6368 

One (1) can of Smiles 

Two (2) sticks of Encouragement 

Two(2) pinches of Emotion  

Two(2) cups of Trust 

Three (3) cups of Respect 

Two (2) cups of Security 

A taste of Comfort Seasoning 

A dash of Cooperation  

Love Sprinkles 

 
 
 

A Caregiver's Recipe - 

"Stirring you up on the inside"   

Mix all ingredients into a good day's work.  

Separate their respect for the opinions/privacy, 

Blend together trust and security, 

Add encouragement/motivations, 

Season to taste with comfort and humor, 

Whip in cooperation on high speed, 

Bake at 100% with attention, 

Sprinkle with Love 24/7. 

нллп /ƘŀǊǘǊŜǎŜ {ƳƛǘƘ   

https://www.germantownumc.org/news/steady-ground/
mailto:ytoney@germantownumc.org
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 Hospitality  
Donna Haley, Hospitality Chair (Traditional)  |  dmhaley_99@yahoo.com  |  901-487-8205 

Jennifer Predmore, Hospitality Chair (Prism)  |  jenn_38138@yahoo.com  |  901-230-1116 

Click here or scan the QR 

code to sign up for a Sunday 

of your choice!  Be a solo 

baker or team up with a friend 

or your Sunday school class.  

IF YOU GIVE A GUEST A COOKIE é  
 You make fellowship even more fun!  

Whether youõre baking or buying cookies or 
donut holes, your contribution adds to the 
welcoming atmosphere in the narthex  
before the worship service.  

Help provide cookies in the narthex!  

Every person you see this weekñin the narthex getting cookies and coffee, in 
 the sanctuary, at PRISM, in the parking lot, or in the gymñis fighting battles 
  you know nothing about. No one wears a sign saying, òIõm struggling.ó 
 

So, wear your name tag, share a smile, and take a moment to speak  
 to someone you donõt know. Your kindness, your energy, your  
   encouragement, even the way you hold open the door, can  
     make more of a difference than you realize.  

Choose to lift others  
 and you will find yourself lifted as well.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F49A9AA2CA7F58-narthex#/
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 Germantown United Women in Faith (GUWF)  
 

Stephanie Adams, President      |     women@germantownumc.org 

Methodist Healthcare Auxiliary (MHA) needs gently used small household items and womenôs 

accessories to be sold in MHAôs gift shop in Methodist University Hospital. Ideas for items to 

donate: jewelry, gently used purses and scarves, figurines and vases, platters, trays, dishes, 

glassware, mugs, hand towels, table runners, napkins, picture frames, and books. No  

clothing.   

 

Collection bins will be set up in the hallway behind the fellowship hall, next to the kitchen, through June 30.  

 

Volunteers also welcome! Please consider joining the volunteers from Germantown 

UMC serving at Methodist University Hospital in midtown Memphis. Many of the  

volunteers work in teams of two and carpool together, serving one day a month, joyfully 

helping customers in the Methodist Hospital Auxiliary Bazaar. The Bazaar is where items, 

donated from churches all over the area, are sold. Money raised from the Bazaar is  

donated to the hospital for support of ongoing missions like the MUH Clothes Closet,  

Mid-South Food Pharmacy (food pantry), Dispensary of Hope (free medication), and  

once a year ñwish listò grants across the Methodist Healthcare system.  

 

GUWF member  

Elaine Fetzer,  

MHA Volunteer Coordinator 

Contact Elaine Fetzer at elaine.fetzer@gmail.com with questions regarding donations  

or how to become a volunteer. Both are wonderful ways we can demonstrate how to have 

a ñServantôs Heart.ò 

June Collection for Methodist Healthcare Auxiliary 

Proud mothers, grandmothers, and great grandmothers were on hand at the GUWF speaker luncheon on May 5, as 

they took part in the annual ñBlessing of the Babies.ò 

 

All in attendance enjoyed a delightful video presentation with photos of all babies to be blessed. In addition to a  

special blessing, a donation to United Women in Faith missions is given in honor of each baby, and special blessing 

certificates are presented.  

Just in time for Motherôs 

Day! 

Blessing of the Babies 

mailto:elaine.fetzer@gmail.com
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If you are interested in becoming more involved with  

United Women in Faith, please reach out to either  

President Stephanie Adams at women@germantownumc.org 

or Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator, Chesley  

Porteous. All women are welcome to join us as we seek to 

have ñA Servantôs Heart.ò 

 
 

GUWF Elects New Officers for 2026-2027 
 

In addition to wonderful speakers sharing inspirational topics at Germantown United Women in Faith luncheons, these 

gatherings also serve as unit meetings. This portion of the program is used to communicate important information to 

all in attendance, such as upcoming events, results of fundraising efforts, blessing of babies, leadership elections, and 

installation of those newly elected. 

 

During the May luncheon, a recommended slate of officers 

to serve on the 2026-2027 GUWF Executive Committee 

was presented by chair of nominations, Lauren Boswell. 

These were:  

 

Stephanie Adams ï President 

Chesley Porteous ï Vice President 

Linda Cunningham ï Secretary 

Brenda Dew ï Treasurer  

Lauren Boswell ï Communications 

 

In addition, two new members to serve on the Nominations 

Committee, Mary Groh and Jennifer Predmore, were 

also recommended. After an opportunity for nominations 

from the floor, these women were all unanimously  

approved. They will begin their new leadership roles  

in September, and will be installed during the September  

luncheon. 

 

Members of the Executive Committee are women who  

volunteer their time in service to Germantown United 

Women in Faith and seek to support and expand its  

programming in support of our mission. This leadership 

team is made up of elected officers, appointed coordinators, 

fundraising chairs, and mission liaisons, as well as all circle 

chairs (sub-group leaders).  

Germantown United Women in Faith (GUWF)  
 

Stephanie Adams, President      |     women@germantownumc.org 

aŀǊȅ DǊƻƘ  

.ŀŎƪ wƻǿΥ .ǊŜƴŘŀ 5ŜǿΣ [ƛƴŘŀ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŜƴ 

.ƻǎǿŜƭƭΤ  CǊƻƴǘ wƻǿΥ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ !ŘŀƳǎΣ /ƘŜǎƭŜȅ tƻǊǘŜƻǳǎ 

WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ tǊŜŘƳƻǊŜ 

mailto:women@germantownumc.org
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 Older Adults  
Luci Cromer, Chair | 901-755-0803 | luci2@comcast.net 

Our Handy Helpers are waiting for your callé 
 

The Handy Helpers Ministry Team, sponsored by the Older Adult Council, lends a ñhelping handò to older adults 

in our church who need assistance with small repair and maintenance jobs around the house. 
 

WHAT TYPE OF JOBS DO HANDY HELPERS DO? 

¶ Light maintenance and repairs, including small carpentry jobs, such as  

 malfunctioning doors, locks, or windows. 

¶ Minor electrical work, such as replacing light switches and light bulbs. 

¶ Replacing smoke alarm batteries. 

¶ Minor plumbing work, such as working on ñrunningò toilets or leaky faucets. 

¶ Other miscellaneous jobs are considered on an individual basis. 
 

If you are planning a larger job for your house (repainting, wood replacement, remodeling) and would like 

a second opinion of what really needs to be done, call Handy Helpers, and they will send someone out to 

take a look and talk to you about it. 
 

Handy Helpers do not work on large or small appliances, roofs, home decorating, or on jobs requiring tall ladders. 
 

WHAT DOES THIS SERVICE COST? 

The Handy Helpers service charges only for parts and materials used in the repair.  There is NO charge for labor. 
 

TO QUALIFY FOR THE HANDY HELPERS SERVICE: 

You must be a member of Germantown United Methodist Church, have homeowners liability insurance, and be 

over 60 years of age. 
 

To request assistance, please contact Ron or Nina Gaddy, 901-754-1238 

Donôt forgetðboth the Brown Bag Lunch and XYZ 

programs will start up again in September.  

Older Adult Programming to  

Resume in Septemberé 

 

Your August Tidings will have information about 

these kick-off events. In the meantime, have a 

wonderful summer break! 
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 Older Adults  
Luci Cromer, Chair | 901-755-0803 | luci2@comcast.net 

Congratulations on your move! Please send us your updated  

contact information (locally or out-of-town) so we can stay connected 

with you! 

 

Call 901-754-7216 or email Brenda West 

bwest@germantownumc.org to update:  
 

¶ Mailing address with room/apartment number           

¶ Phone number 

¶ Email address 

¶ Emergency contact name 

 

Germantown United Methodist Church and AARP will present the ñAARP Smart DriverCourse,ò the nationôs 

largest driving refresher course. This 8-hour course is scheduled for July 9 and 10, from 9 am-1 pm. Successful 

completion entitles participants to a discount on their auto insurance premiums for three years. There is no  

driving test or written exam. Register early because the class will be closed at 28 participants. The results of  

taking these classes have been provenðclass participants have fewer accidents and tickets. 
 

WHERE: Room 339 in the Ministry Center.  

WHEN: Thursday and Friday, July 9 & 10, 2026, 9 am-1 pm. 

COST: $20 fee for AARP members ($25 for non-members) payable to AARP 

RESERVATIONS: Call Ray Smith at 901-410-0184 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Reservations will be taken until class is full.  
 

The objectives of the course are to help you: 
 

¶ Be independent, safe, and confident while on the road. 

¶ Keep up with changes so you donôt put yourself and others at risk. 

¶ Learn state-specific information throughout the course. 

¶ Focus on areas such as roundabouts, pavement markings, stop-sign compliance, red-light running, and safety 

issues such as speeding and seatbelt and turn-signal use. 
 

Check your calendars and register now. Your check is your ticket to this class.                                                             

AARP Smart DriverCourse   
                                                                

July 9 & 10  |  9 am-1 pm                                                                                                       

mailto:bwest@germantownumc.org
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 Elder Care Ministry  

Rev. Linda Gabriel, Elder Care Minister   |   lgabriel@germantownumc.org   |   901-758-6508 

Richard Mattox, Elder Care Coordinator   |   rmattox@germantownumc.org   |   901-758-6508 

Many people are dealing with a parent or parents who want badly to remain  

independent, but won't accept the necessary help that will allow them to do just that.  

Our civil rights protections are (fortunately) very strong in the United States. This 

means that, unless an individual is proven incompetentða difficult process,  

especially at the beginning stages of dementiaðthey cannot be forced to accept 

help against their  will.  

 

The best way to increase the odds of a parent accepting help later in life is by  

starting conversations about long-term care earlyðbefore health and cognitive  

function start to decline. When a person's wishes have been discussed openly for 

years, and properly documented with living wills, trusts, and powers of attorney, the  

transition is far less traumatic when those plans need to be put into action.  

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǧƻȄ 
9ƭŘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
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When you know in your heart that your parent or 

parents can no longer remain safely in their 

home, don't let their demands, protests, and pleas 

cloud your better judgement. You know what they 

need. Don't wait for a middle-of-the-night phone 

call about a broken hip or a medicine overdose. 

These things happen all too often.  
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If you find that youôre not getting very far on your own, it's helpful to invite  

othersðrelatives, friends, clergy, and healthcare professionalsðto be part of the 

conversation. When trusted voices are included, your loved one may be more 

open to decisions that need to be made.  

The problem is that many people hesitate to bring up such a sensitive subject, or, when they do, the conversation is 

met with anger or denial. Either way, nothing gets clarified or resolved. The longer ñthe talkò is delayed, the harder it 

becomes.  


