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As a child, I remember watching Ed Sullivan. As a  

variety show, there would always be the latest singers, 

comedians, dancers, and ventriloquists. But, my  

favorite acts to watch were the plate spinners. They 

would begin spinning one thing, then two, then four, 

then spin plates on poles while doing some other task.  

It seemed like they could do a hundred things at once. 

But, one night, the person couldnôt keep everything  

going, and it all came crashing down. And, sadly 

enough, in life when we try to do too many things, it  

can all come crashing down.  

 

Jesus said, ñSeek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you.ò ï Matthew 6:33. Our busyness can give us stress, when Jesus 

intends for us to have peace abundantly. Itôs easy to try and do too muchðfamily, 

work, activities, fundraisers, childrenôs sports, 

school functions, church functions, car repairs, 

football games, overtime, weekend outings,  

childcareðand, after a while, we get tired. We 

have been taught that being successful means 

having it all. But itôs a lie. You canôt have it all. And, 

even if you did, as the old joke goes, where would 

you put it?  

 

ñSeek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.ò Period. Not work. Not success. 

Not money. Not notoriety. Not power. Not even family. All these things have their  

importance, but in placing God first, we find that we have an abundantly generous 

Father in heaven who will add them to us. Do not let things or activities of this world 

cause stress. Keeping too many plates spinning is risky, and, eventually, it can all 

come crashing down.  

Tim Carpenter 

Senior Pastor 

Spinning Priorities 

A Word of Thanks and Appreciation 
 
It is with gratitude and sadness that we  

announce the departure of both members of 

our Elder Care staff at the end of August. 

While it is difficult to see them go, we are 

deeply appreciative of their faithful service and wish them every success in their 

future endeavors. For the past year and a half, Rev. Linda Gabriel and Richard  

Mattox have worked together as an exceptional Elder Care team, bringing  

compassion, dedication, and comfort to those they served. Their commitment to 

supporting and caring for our elders has been a true blessing, and their impact will 

be felt for years to come. We deeply appreciate their many contributions and thank 

them wholeheartedly for their service. Please join us in expressing our appreciation 

and wishing them all the best in this next chapter of their lives. 
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 Executive Minister                                                     
Rev. Dr. Scott Alford   |  salford@germantownumc.org 

John Wesley's wise words in his sermon, ñThe Use of 

Money,ò to "earn all you can, save all you can, give all 

you can" are often quoted, and there is a richness to  

the truths behind his words. Wesley wasn't offering a 

formula for personal wealth. Instead, he was describing 

a way of life, ordered around love of neighbor. For  

Wesley, generosity wasn't a line item in the budget of a 

Christian life. It was evidence that grace had taken root.  
wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ {Ŏƻǧ !ƭŦƻǊŘ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

Giving Is What Grace Does  

That's still true for us. Generosity is not a fundraising strategy; it's a spiritual practice in our discipleship. It shapes us 

even as it shapes the world around us. When we give of our money, our time, our skills, and our attention, we are 

practicing the truth that everything we have was first given to us.   

 

GUMC has always been strongly focused on mission. Helping kids learn to read, providing shelter for homeless  

families, offering care to hurting people, feeding hungry children, and assisting low-income mothers are just a few  

ways we accept Godôs call to serve and turn our faith outward.   

 

None of that mission happens without our generosity. Every dollar placed in the offering plate, given online, or shared 

through a required minimum distribution (RMD) is a small act of trust. Itôs trusting that God can take what we offer  

and multiply it into something we could not have built alone. 

"Let us not become 

weary in doing 

good, for at the 

proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we 

do not give up."  

 

Galatians 6:9 

Earn.  

   Save.  

       Give. 

We give, not to earn favor with God, but because we've already received 

more grace than we can hold onto by ourselves. Giving is simply what grace 

does when it keeps moving. 

 

As we look toward all God has in store for our church, even those things not 

yet revealed, prayerfully consider where your own financial giving is  

currently. What missions have you been thinking of supporting with your  

volunteer hours? Who needs a phone call? Have you included GUMC in 

your estate planning?  

 

In the words of John Wesley:  

 

ñBut employ whatever God has entrusted you with, in doing good, all  

possible good, in every possible kind and degree to the household of faith, 

to all men! This is no small part of óthe wisdom of the just.ô  Give all ye have, 

as well as all ye are, a spiritual sacrifice to Him who withheld not from you 

his Son, his only Son: So ólaying up in store for yourselves a good  

foundation against the time to come, that ye may attain eternal life!ôò  
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Prism          
         Rev. Mimi White   |   mwhite@germantownumc.org 

Sundays   |   10:30 am   
 

Owings Life Enrichment Center  

The end of summer is here. I hope you had time to 

get away and rest. Even if it was just a day or two, I 

hope you found the opportunity to get outside, enjoy 

nature, and soak in the season. The kids are getting 

ready for school to start again, and all of us are preparing for the rhythm of 

fallðschedules to keep, places to be, and events to plan.  

 

In these last days of summer, take a few moments to sit outdoors in the early 

morning with the birds, before the humidity settles in, or at the end of the day, 

while watching the last of the fireflies, and ask yourself, ñWhere have I seen 

God in my life this summer?ò  

 

Maybe it was in the laughter of your children, in the rainbow after a thunder-

shower, or during a visit with old friends. Taking time to reflect on the ways 

weôve experienced God in our lives builds gratitude and faith. The end of  

summer is a wonderful time to sit in quiet reflection and thank Jesus for all we 

are being carried through. 

 

At Prism, we are wrapping up our series, ñThe Bible and the Blues,ò as we 

celebrate Jesus carrying us through a history of oppression, during which some of the worldôs greatest music was  

inspired. Together, we reflect on the Bible, our own history, and the lyrics of the blues, connecting our past with our 

present and gaining strength and wisdom for the journey.  

 

On August 23, we begin a new series, ñRomans: The New Humanity,ò that will carry us through September. Join us  

as we celebrate Jesus each Sunday at 10:30 am, in the OLEC, where Prism Riot brings inspiring music, featuring 

guest musicians from the Memphis music scene. Come as you are and invite all your FRANS (Friends, Relatives,  

Associates, Neighbors and Strangers.) Stay cool everyone! 

wŜǾΦ aƛƳƛ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
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Finance 
Myron Boswell, Finance Chair 
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For help with any of these options, contact Sharon Panis in the church office. 

Ways  
to  

Give 

 

¶ Cash and Checks - Given in the offering plates or mail 

¶ Electronic Giving - See below 

¶ Venmo: @GermantownUMC 

¶ Text: ñGIVEò to 901-910-1220 

¶ Automatic Bank Drafts - Organized through your personal bank 

or the church office 

¶ Required Annual Distributions from IRAs/Stock Transfer - 

Organized through your broker 

¶ Wills and Estate Planning - Organized through your attorney to 

designate the church as one of the beneficiaries 

Scan 

to  

Give 

If reading this  

digitally, click here  

to give 

Go to our church website 

www.germantownumc.org  

and click on ñGiveò. 

Electronic Giving:  

2026 

Estimate 

of   

Giving 

 

Generosity  

Generosity Statement  
We are called to joyfully and gratefully share our blessings to 
transform lives for Godõs glory. We believe that the discipline  
of generosity helps us to live out our calling to invest in our 
churchõs ministry, to love others, and impact the world. God calls 
us to be faithful stewards and share the many blessings He has 
provided for us. 

https://www.germantownumc.org/give/
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Jennifer Predmore, Hospitality Chair (Prism)  |  jenn_38138@yahoo.com  |  901-230-1116 

 

Churchwide  
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Registration is required for all attendees. 

Please register by noon on Monday, August 24. 

 

Click here to register  

for this free event  

or scan the QR code. 

Open to children, youth, and adults.  

Weôll have inflatables and games for the children.  

8A@JAO@=Us "QCQOP Y]   g   \tZW-]tZW 

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/93d8e26f-9cea-44d0-9f1b-d9d4fc0653a5
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Churchwide  

9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōȅ 

ǎŜƭƅŜǎǎƭȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǧŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

9ǾŜǊȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΗ 

сΥлл ǇƳ 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

bƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  

 
bŜǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƘƧƻƴƎΚ  

²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 

ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΗ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƘŜǎƭŜȅ tƻǊǘŜƻǳǎ  флм-нсу-пууп 

ŎƘŜǎƭŜȅǇƻǊǘŜƻǳǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Wes Penn is a familiar face in GUMC's Youth Ministry, where he serves as a Sunday school 

teacher and, on Sunday nights, an Element volunteer, helping director, Chloe Granberry,  

whenever she needs an extra set of hands.  

 

For Wes, the greatest joy of volunteering is watching young people grow in their knowledge of God 

and Jesus. He enjoys seeing faith through the eyes of the youth and says that walking alongside them has 

strengthened his own faith as well. Witnessing their spiritual growth is one of the most rewarding parts of serving. 

 

In addition to Sunday school and Element, Wes has also coached youth basketball and soccer at GUMC. He loves 

helping out with the fun youth programs that our church offers.  

 

Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of students? Wes encourages anyone who feels called to 

serve to simply reach out to Chloe Granberry or any member of the youth ministry volunteer team to learn more. 

 

Thank you, Wes, for sharing your time, faith, and encouragement with the youth of GUMC. 

Wes Penn - Youth Volunteer 
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 Music Ministry            

Rev. Todd Wilson,  Minister of Music | twilson@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

Cŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΗ hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻũŜǊǎ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ  

ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳƛƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ   

 

 

 

 
 

²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǝƭƭ ƻũŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΤ  

ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŘƻΗ  wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ  

ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  

Music Ministry Kickoff   

Join Us This Fall! 

˕ Why Music? 
 

ϐ   Learn about God through music 

  Build lasting friendships 

  Lead in worship 

  Grow socially, emotionally, and  
 creatively 
 

  Develop musical gifts 

 
ϐ   Children's     
 Choirs 
 
Begins:  September 13 

When:  Sundays at 5:00 pm 

Where:  Children's education 

 wing (2nd floor) 

 
ⅎ   Wesley Ringers 
 Hand Chimes 
 

Begins:  September 2 

When:  Wednesdays, 5:30 pm 

Where:  Handbell Studio 

Who:  3rd Grade & Up 

Questions?  
 

Todd (Minister of Music)   twilson@germantownumc.org 

Andrⱪ (Wesley Ringers)   aduvall@germantownumc.org  

Libby (Hosanna Choir: 3rd-5th grade) libby5959@att.net   

Mary (Cherub Choir: age 3-pre K) mgroh@germantownumc.org    

Peggy (Alleluia Choir: K-2nd grade) peggywarner51@gmail.com 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ мф /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ όŀŘǳƭǘύ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ - сΥол ǇƳ  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ол aŀǝƴǎ IŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ όŀŘǳƭǘύ  - рΥлл ǇƳ  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ н ²ŜǎƭŜȅ /ƘƛƳŜǎ όоǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇύ - рΥол ǇƳ  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мо /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊǎ - р ǇƳ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ  

wŜǾΦ ¢ƻŘŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ǘǿƛƭǎƻƴϪƎŜǊƳŀƴǘƻǿƴǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ  

mailto:twilson@germantownumc.org
mailto:aduvall@germantownumc.org
mailto:libby5959@att.net
mailto:mgroh@germantownumc.org
mailto:peggywarner51@gmail.com
mailto:twilson@germantownumc.org
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GUMC musicians made their way back to Lake Junaluska 

for Music and Worship Arts Week. The event is offered by 

the Fellowship of Worship Artists, an ecumenical  

organization committed to the art of creating transformative 

worship experiences. Church musiciansðfrom Virginia to 

Puerto Rico to Nebraska and all points in betweenð 

gathered at Lake Junaluska for a wonderful week of  

fellowship, worship, study, and renewal.   
 

Iôm grateful for GUMCôs support for this trip, through our 

Hymnathon fundraiser. My prayer is that we take an even bigger group next year,  

and I trust you will again make it so. Lighting a fire that illuminates a path for  

people of all ages to encounter and consider God is surely a good and worthwhile 

effort. Thanks, again, for making these encounters possible.   

Renewed in Worship at Lake Junaluska 

 

Membership  

Are you thinking about joining GUMC but would like  
to know more about the church?  

Please contact Mary Groh at mgroh@germantownumc.org if you are interested in attending. 

Join us during the Sunday school hour to meet our pastors and learn about the beliefs and 
traditions of the United Methodist Church and get to know GUMC a bit better. You will also 
get to connect with fellow GUMC worshippers and learn about opportunities to serve,  
connect, and grow!   

ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ 

Sunday, August 23 
 

9:00-10:00 am 

Music Ministry            

Rev. Todd Wilson,  Minister of Music | twilson@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

mailto:mgroh@germanotwnumc.org
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Menüs  
Sonrise Bible Study  
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For questions, please contact Mary Groh. 
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August 24 
 

Venetian 

Vespers 
 

By John  

Banville 

September 28 
 

The Great  

Divide 
 

By Christina  

Henriquez 

October 26 
 

The First Witch 

Of Boston 
 

By Andrea  

Catalano 

Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

Toni and Scott Lewis and Family 

Germantown UMC welcomed Scott, Toni, Claire, and Brock Lewis to our  

congregation on Sunday, July 12, at the traditional worship service. They 

joined by transferring their memberships from another denomination in the 

Memphis area. Their Welcome Friend is Betty Duke. Scottôs mother is 

church member, Fran Lewis. 
 

When asked what about GUMC made them want to become a part of our 

church community, Scott replied: ñGermantown United Methodist offers a  

traditional service that reminds me of the United Methodist church where I 

grew up. We like the traditions of robes, hymnals, the organ, and choir. We 

have been attending for almost three years now, and all the church staff 

have made us welcomed, and we felt at home from the very onset of  

attending.ò 

 

Membership  
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 Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

 

Continued... 

Adult Bible Studies 

GENESIS 
A Beginnerôs Guide to the Beginning 
 

Tuesdays, Sept. 15 - Nov. 3 

9:30-11 am 

Facilitator: Mary Groh    |   Cost: $26.00 
 

Genesis is the first book of the Bible and the Torah, chronicling the origins of the  

world, humanity, and the nation of Israel. Author Amy-Jill Levine presents Genesis  

as a living text, one that continues to shape faith, identity, and our understanding of 

what it means to be human.  

 

Whether you are encountering Genesis for the first time or returning with fresh questions, this study will offer a 

thoughtful journey as we explore the Bibleôs first stories of creation, conflict, judgment, and mercy. Join us as we 

explore the book of beginnings with wisdom and wonder. Click here to register or scan the QR code above. 

 

JOSHUA 
Every Good Promise Fulfilled 
 

Wednesdays, Sept. 2 - Nov. 11  

9:45-11:45 am, via Zoom 

Facilitator: Chesley Porteous   |   Cost: $27.00 
 

The book of Joshua chronicles Godôs continuing faithfulness to fulfill Godôs covenant  

promises to Abraham. It is a book of transitions, in which Joshua rises to leadership,  

and the people of God step across the Jordan into the long-awaited land of promise.  

The task of possessing the land will test the limits of their strength and their courage,  

but Godôs covenant will not fail them. 

 

Join us for this 10-session, verse-by-verse womenôs study, by author Jen Wilkin, as we see how Godôs  

commands, though sometimes difficult, are always rooted in Godôs steadfast love. Click here to register or scan 

the QR code above.  

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/1c96dcc2-b58f-4fdc-af41-465e3ad2093f
https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/77f9cfbe-f703-4801-8e60-12905a63a16f
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 Adult Education  
Mary Groh, Director | mgroh@germantownumc.org | 901-754-7216 

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES  

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Tuesdays, Sept. 1 - Oct. 6  

6-7:30 pm 

Facilitator: Rev. Todd Wilson    |   Cost: $10.00 
 

Join Rev. Todd Wilson for an introduction to the United Methodist Social Principles.  

By engaging in this study, you will reflect upon your own theology and ethics,  

allowing you to grow in discipleship and understanding of the United Methodist Church.  

  

After the adoption of the revisions to the Social Principles during General Conference, The General Board of 

Church and Society collaborated closely with Cokesbury to publish a handbook. This theologically grounded  

resource will be our guide as we consider issues of the day through a Wesleyan ethical lens. Donôt miss out on 

this invaluable opportunity for personal and group growth. Click here to register or scan the QR code above.  

...Continued 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
Jesusô Great Instruction 
 

Mondays, Aug. 10 - Sept. 14 (skipping Sept. 7)  

10:00-11:30 am 

Facilitator: Rev. Rick Pinkston   |   Cost: Free 
 

Many of the best-known passages in all of scripture are part of The Sermon 

on the Mount. The Sermon is the lengthiest discourse of Jesus in all of the New Testament. In it we read the  

Beatitudes, the Salt & Light metaphors, the Lordôs Prayer, the Wise and Foolish Builders and many other  

prominent passages. This study will examine both the devotional and instructional meanings of this great sermon. 

We hope you will join with other members of our church family in this in-depth examination of this great portion of 

scripture. Click here to register or scan the QR code above. 

PARENTING 

Getting IT Right 
 
Wednesdays, Sept. 2 - Oct. 7  

6:15-7:15 pm  

Facilitators: Courtney and Matt Lubozynski   |   Cost: $20.00/family 
 

For parents there exists a question that is always hovering in the background. Are we doing  

it right? In this 6-session video study, authors Andy and Sandra Stanley provide honest  

reflection on the challenges and stages of parenting in a timely guide for achieving personal 

parenting priorities and raising healthy, relationally connected children. Join our discussion and take home some 

practical advice to make the changes you want to make in your approach to parenting. Click here to register or 

scan the QR code above.  

https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/c3aa21e7-f5a2-4c24-bd54-46906fbcad9d
https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fe88d67d-c068-4642-84a1-577a79d89a40
https://germantownumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/903e0f4e-5a6d-4822-82c6-039458dea14f


мн 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions  

Anne Fritz, Chairperson      |      clarissafritz@att.net 

Reelfoot Rural Ministries 
 

Reelfoot Rural Ministries is a mission program of The United Methodist Church located in rural, Northwest Tennessee. 

The four-county service area includes Lake County, Obion County, and Dyer County of Tennessee, and Fulton  

County Kentucky. This rural area, surrounding Reelfoot Lake, is an area of extreme 

poverty. Recently, Lake County had the lowest ñper capitaò income of any county in 

Tennessee and was 32nd from the bottom of family income levels in our nation.  

 

The Christmas Store  
provides three new toys to each 

child through a parent application 

process. GUMC will start collecting 

toys for Reelfoot in early  

November. 

Back Pack Buddies Program 
Reelfoot Rural Ministries partners 

with The Lake County School District 

to provide 75 students with meals, 

snacks, fruit, and drinks for each 

weekend while school is in session. 

Dental and Vision Clinics provide low-cost care for 

persons without insurance, who could not otherwise afford 

care. Local dentists, optometrists, and assistants donate 

their services. Additional dentists, licensed to practice in 

the State of Tennessee, are needed. 
 

Primary Services offered by Reelfoot Rural Ministries: 

School Supplies  
are given to an increasing number 

of  children  each year, especially 

at the beginning of the school 

year.  

Continued... 
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Work Camps provide no-cost home repairs for the elderly and 

other area residents. Work camps are available, in the summer, for 

youth, and year-round, for adults. Sleeping quarters are provided as 

needed.  
 

Emergency/Disaster Aid assistance is given to families for 

loss of home contents due to fire, tornado, flood, or emergency  

relocation, in the event of domestic abuse. Reelfoot maintains a new 

disaster warehouse containing food, clothes, cleaning supplies, and 

a portable shower for the victims of disasters. 

Food Distribution provides food boxes to eligible households. 

The food boxes contain enough food to feed a family for a week. 

Last year, over 3000 boxes were given,  

Furniture and Household Items are provided free to  

families experiencing emergencies due to fires, abusive situations, 

or the loss of a job.  

The Thrift Store makes used clothing available to families at  

affordable ñdime-to-dollarò prices. Profits from the storeôs operations 

go to support all of the ministries of Reelfoot. Donations to the Thrift 

Store are the primary way that GUMC contributes to Reelfoot  

ministries. You can participate in this program by depositing 

clothing, toys, and household goods in the bins located in the 

back hallway of the fellowship hall.  

 

 

 

 

As you can see, the Reelfoot Rural Ministryôs Programs are positively 

impacting the people of Northwest Tennessee in many ways, both 

physically and socially.  

 

Thank you to the people of GUMC who have supported this ministry 

with your prayers, gifts, and service. If you have not been involved, 

we welcome you!  
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Have you ever asked, ñWhat can I do to help?ò We have an answer for you! 

 

Monday, September 7, 2026, GUMC will join our friends from New Bethel Baptist Church, Germantown Presbyterian, 

and St. Georgeôs Episcopal for Labor of Love, a community of faith meal-packing event benefiting Rise Against  

Hunger. We will meet at New Bethel Baptist Church to assemble meals for distribution around the world. Join us for 

just a few hours on Monday morning and help make a profound global impact.   
 

Rise Against Hunger works in countries worldwide to fight hunger, targeting  

communities facing high rates of food insecurity. The organization provides  

volunteer-packaged meals and other assistance, often through school feeding 

programs, to support nutrition, education, and health for children facing hunger 

right now. Rise Against Hunger also partners with local leaders to implement  

sustainable agriculture and income-generating projects that support long-term 

solutions to food insecurity and empower communities to become self-reliant and 

thrive. In 2025, Rise Against Hunger served people in 41 countries (including the 

U.S.), impacting the lives of 7,389,552. It all starts with a meal, and it leads to  

resilience, self-sufficiency, education, empowerment, and bright futures in  

communities worldwide.  There are many stories regarding the impact made by 

Rise Against Hunger. Check out its website.(https://riseagainsthunger.org) 

 

Labor of Love is an opportunity to bring our community of faith together for a meaningful, hands-on service project  

that transcends borders and reminds us of our shared mission to uplift and support one another. Meal-packaging 

events are more than just volunteer opportunitiesðthey are moments of connection and growth to inspire all  

generations to carry forward a mission of hope and service. 

 

So, plan now to join us as an individual, as a family, or even as a Sunday school class service project on  

September 7, at 9 am. More details to follow.  

 

For questions, please contact John Kitson (Kitson@comcast.net) or Bryan Barger (bwbarger55@yahoo.com.) 

of 

+KEJ QO BKN 

Labor Day,  September 7    |    9-11 am 

New Bethel Baptist Church (7786 Poplar Pike) 

8DAJ~  

8DANA~   

8D=P~  Community of faith meal-packing event 

8DK~  Germantown United Methodist, Germantown Presbyterian,  

St. Georgeôs Episcopal, and New Bethel Baptist Church 

https://riseagainsthunger.org

